11 February 1971 


Dear Harold: 

This replies to yours of Jan. 31 in which you had two 
items uo be turned over to Hal. We had been trying to reach him 
by telephone, but had never been able to make connections. When 
your letter arrived, we continued trying to reach him and he 
called back on the 7th and came out on the 8th. We had not seen 
him since before Christmas. I was working the night of the 8th, 
and so missed him. However Jenifer kept excellent notes and I 
think I can give you a fairly comprehensive updating. 

He says he will make an effort to contact the property 
owner, but in this, as in the other project, you will have to make 
allowances fora Hal8s current limitations and priorities. 

In regard to the other man, Hal does not even recall 
his name, but does remember the person and knows whom you're talking 
about. He says he will have to dig back into his notes, now more 
than Iwo years old, and then make an effort to contact himeand set 
up the arrangements you wish. He has that separate sheet you 
wrote on this matter, and says that if he cannot locate this man 
readily he will go to his old address and try to trace him from 
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As he read through your main communication he came to 
the part where you remark tha.t he seems turned off and said 
that he was NOT turned off, was still just as interested as ever 
and indeed more fascinated than ever, but that he has been so 
desperately preoccupied with finding a job that he simply has not 
found the time or spirit to tackle something as involved as he 
apparently thiliks writing to you would entail. He said something 
to the effect that when $e was working, he could come home, turn 
it off, and plunge into working on his real interest without 
difficulty. Now, he says, he finds he can’t do this. For our part 
we don't see quite whji he can't write you at least a note to 
reassure you, and he said well, maybe he would, but it was 
obvious he seems to think he cannot resume without resuming 
more or less totally. 

He is miserable and discouraged. He has canvassed the 
job field throughout the entire Bay Area and has found nothing 
except one opening in Richmond which depends upon the disability 
retirement of the incumbent, and has no feeling that this is 
likely to materialize in time. In the meantime, the tax return 
job on which he was counting collapsed on him because the employer 
cannot afford his services. He is on unemployment compensation, 
which, little as it is, expires before too long. He owes money — 

I have no idea how much. I am reluctant to ive you even these 
details but it is necessary to convey the pressure under which 
he feels himself. 

He consumes long hours standing in line at employment 
agencies (he says the situation there is much/ worse and congested than 
during his last experience with them) and then more time traveling 
all over for job interviews, often having to comeback later when 
someone isn't in. 
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I n other words, it's clear that this problem is consuming 
all his energies. He says he has not seen Paul, and hardly talked 
to him in the past few months, and then by telephone. Our impression 
is strengthened that he is acutely uncomfortable at being in 
the middle of the melon dispute and that he is deferring or 
avoiding corning to grips with it. In this connection we have 
nothing to indicate that Paul could have turned him off — too 
little contact, I'd say. 

He is attending night school, brushing up on his German, 
which he says he understands fairly well, with the idea that he 
might get a job with an American firm in Germany. He has obtained 
a list of such firms and is sending job applications and resumes 
to them. He says the pay there is far better than anything 
he could obtain here, the tax situation perfect for the first 
18 months, and that opportunities at least exist there with a 
better prospect of something materializing than here, although he 
says he would much prefer a job here. We presume the fact that 
his girl frrend is still there cannot be counted out of this 
equation, although he appears offhand in his references to her* 

We believe him when he says he is still interested in our 
mutual concerns. He mentioned one specific minor lead he is 
anxious to follow up but hasn't been atfe^L) to because of his job 
hunting. For another he said he recently has encountered a number 
of young people who were in their very early teens at the time of 
the JFK assassination, who missed the impact of it entirely, and 
to whom the Vhole question is an entirely new world. When they 
do get a glimpse into what has been going on, they are quite as 
shocked and outraged as if it had just happened, and in Hal's 
opinion constitute a whole new generation of kids whose interest 
is easily aroused. This differs from the speculation I indulged 
in in my last letter to you, to the effect that he c ould not get 
a class organized at this time. He obviously thinks there's a 
whole new crop, one that doesn't buy ANY official story and is 
quite prepared to mistrust this one and become exercized about it* 

From what I have said, about Hal's depressed state and the 
priorities he feels compelled to accept, I hope I have not misled 
you into expecting prompt action on thetwo requests you made of 
him, although we both feel sure he will do what he can as soon as 
he feels able to do it. We think he feels as we would: that 

anything we might undertake for your deserves to be done as well 
and as thoroughly as possible, and -Gjiat we would be doing you a 
disservice if we allowed you to think we could do more, or do it 
sooner, than we might be able to under the iaais conditions 

that govern our capabilities. He’s very unhappy, and, as he 
put it, has been just too absorbed in trying to find a job and 
even just stay afloat, to take on anything else. 

Not much comfort, of course, but there it is. Let us know 
if we can help in any way. And best from us both, 


jdw 



